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MARK ix. 48. 
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ES Where the worm diath not, ak the fre 2 10 
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Wh VERY truth which is revealed in the 
Oracles of God, is undoubtedly of great 


importance. Yet it may be allowed, that ſome 
Hof thoſe which are revealed therein are of 


greater importance than others; as being more 
immediately conducive to the grand end of all, 

the eternal ſalvation of men. And we may judge 

of their importance, even from this circumſtance, 

that they are not mentioned once only in the 
ſacred writings, but are repeated over and over. 

A remarkable inſtance. of this we, have, with 
regard to the, awful truth which is now before 


Our blefſed Lord, who uſes. no {ſuperfluous | 


baba who, makes no _ vain repetitions, repeats 
it over and over in the ſame chapter, and as it 


were in the ſame breath. So verſe 43. 44» 


75 thy, hand offend thee, if a thing or perſon as 


N A 2 uſeful 
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uſeful as a kan; be an 1 50 of ſin, and there 
is no other way to fhun that ſin, cut it f. It 


is better for thee to enter into life maimed, than 


having two hands to go into hell: into un- 


 Quenchable fire, where their worm dieth not, and 


the fire is not quenched. So again, verſe 45, 46, 


- If thy foot offend thee cut it off. It is better for 
- thee to enter halt into life, than having two feet 


40 be caſt into hell ; into unquenchable fire, where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
And yet again, ver. 47, 48, 1/ thine eye, a perſon 
or thing as dear as thine eye end thee, hinder 
thy running the race which is ſet before thee, 


pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into ine 
Kingdom of God with one tye, than having two eyes 


to be caſt into hell-fire ; where their worm dieti 


not, and the fire is not quenched. 


2. And let it not be thought, that the con- 
fideration of theſe terrible truths, is proper only | 


for enormous ſinners. How is this ſuppoſition 


conſiſtent with what our Lord ſpeaks to thoſe 


-who were then doubtleſs the holieſt men upon 


earth? Luke xii. 1, 4, When innumerable mulli- 
tudes were gathered together, he [aid to his diſciples, 
fthe Apoſtles) fir/t of all 1 ſay unto you, my 


friends, fear not them that can kill the body, and 
after that have no more that they can do: but I 


ay unto you, fear him, who after le hath killed, 


Kalli power to caſt into hell: yea, 1 jay unto you, 


fear 


** 


„%% 2, | 
fear him! Yea, fear him under this very notion, 
of having power to caſt into hell: that is, in 
effect, fear leſt he ſhould caſt you into the place 
of torment; - And this very fear, even in the chil- 
dren of God is one excellent means of Pony 
them from it. 

3. It behoves therefore- not only the Gern 
of men, but even you His friends, you that fear 
and love God, deeply to conſider what is re- 
peated in the Oracles of God, concerning the 
future ſtate of puniſhment. How widely diſtant 


is this from the moſt elaborate accoun's which * 


are given by the Heathen Authors? Their 
accounts are (in many - particulars at leaſt) 
childiſh, fanciful and ſelf. inconſiſtent. So that. 
it is no wonder, they did not believe themſelves, 
but only related the tales of the vulgar. 80 
Virgil ſtrongly intimates, when after the laboured 


account he had given of the ſhades beneath, he 9 


ſends him that had related it out at the Ivory 
gate, through which (as he tells us) only dreams 
paſs: thereby given us to know, that all the pre- 
ceding account is no more than a dream. This 


he only inſinuates; but his brother he Jn 1 


- e out flat and plain. 


* 


Ee aliquos manes, & fublerranea regna,. . 
| Nec > vb! credunt, nife qui nondum are lavantur, 
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Even our children do not believe a word of the 


tales concerning another. world. 


4. Here on the contrary, all is worthy of God 
| ih Creator, the Governor of mankind. All is 


awful and ſolemn ; ſuitabſe to his wiſdom and 


juſtice, by whom Tophet was ordained of old : 
though originally prepared, not for the chil- 
- dren of men but for” the en and fas 
angels. | 


The puniſhment of thoſe who in foie of al the 


Warnings of God, reſolve to have their portion 
wich the devil and his angels, will according 
to the antient, and not improper! diviſion, be 
either Pena Hamm, What they lofe, or Pæna 
ſenſus, what they feel. After conſidering thefe 
ſeparately, I ſhall touch on a few additional 
Lircumſtances, and conciade' en two or [Ae 
| inferences. ts ra F IIs X74 
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Y 1.5 . gl ot us conſider his Pena damni, : 
the puniſhment of loſs, This commences in that 


very moment, wherein the ſoul is ſeparated from 
the body: in that inſtant the ſoul loſes all*thoſe 


pleaſures, the enjoyment of which depends on the 
outward ſenſes. The ſmell, the taſte, the touch 
delight no more: the organs that miniſtered to 


them are ſpoiled, and the objects that uſed to 
; gratify them, are removed far away. In the 
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15 dreary regions of the dead, all theſe things are 


forgotten: or if remembered, are only re- 
membered with pain, ſeeing they are gone for 


ever. All the pleaſures of the imagination are 
at an end. There is no grandeur in the infernal 
region: there is nothing beautiful in thoſe dark 
abodes; no light but that of livid flames. And 


nothing new, but one unvaried ſcene of horror 
upon horror. There is no muſic but that of 


groans and ſhrieks, of weeping, wailing and 


gnaſhing of teeth; of curſes and blaſphemies 
againſt God, or cutting reproaches of one another. 
Nor is there any thing to gratify the ſenſe FER 
honour: no; they are the beirs of ſhame and 
everlaſting contempt. ee 


2. Thus are they totally ſeparated. from. tn 


"the things they were fond of in the preſent 


world, At the ſame "inſtant will commence 


5 another loſs; that of all the per/ons 'whom 
they loved. They are torn' away from their 


"neareſt and deareſt relations, their wives, 
'huſbands, parents, children, and (what to one 


| will be worſe than all this) the friend which was 
as their own ſoul. All the pleaſures they ever 
enjoyed in theſe is loſt; Zone, vaniſhed away. 


For there is no friendſhip: in hell. Even the 
Poet who affirms (though 1 know not on hat 


| authority) : Ty | oy: 


=: 64... 
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1 « Devil with devil damn'd 
Fim concord hold:“ 


"Dot not affirm that there | is. any concaſd 
among the buman fiends that inhabit the tag 
. abyſs, 

3. But they will then be ſenſible of a greater 
| boks, than all they have enjoyed on earth. They 
have loſt their place. in. Abraham's boſom, in the 


entered into their hearts to conceive, what holy 
ſouls enjoy in 'the garden of God, in the 
focieiy of angels, and of the wiſeſt and beſt 


| Knowledge, which they will then undoubtedly 

receive.) But. they will then fully under- 

_ Rand the e of what they have vilely caſt 

away. 

1 But as happy as o the 8 in 33 are, 
they are preparing for far greater happineſs. 
For paradiſe 1 18 only the porch of heaven ; - and 


_ 


hand for ever more. The loſs of this, by. thoſe 


alone 15 che centre of all created ſpirits: and 
en 


4 * 
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Paradiſe of God. Hitherto indeed it hath not 25 


men, that bave lived from the beginning of ibe 
world: (not to mention the immenſe increaſe of 


it is there the ſpirits of juſt men are made { 
perfect. It is in heaven only that there is the 
ſulneſs of joy, the pleaſure that are at God s right 7 


A unhappy ſpirits, will be the completion of their” 5 
miſery, They will then know and feel, that God | 
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conſequently that a ſpirit made for God, can 
bave no reſt out of him. It ſeems that the 


Apoſtle had this in his view, when he ſpoke of 
thoſe, who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting 


_ deftruflion from the preſence of the Lord. Baniſh- 


ment from the preſence of the Lord, is the very 
eſſence of deſtruction to a ſpirit that was made for 


God. And if Lat baniſhment laſts for ever, 1 it is 
_ everlaſting deſtruction. 


Such is the loſs ſuſtained RR! habe: miſerable 
creatures, on whom that awful ſentence will be 


pronounced, Depart fr om me ye curſed! What an 


unſpeakable curſe, if there were no other! But 


alas! This is far from being the whole; for to 


the puniſhment of 4% will be added, the puniſh- _ 
ment of /enſe. What they loſe, implies un- 
ſpeakable miſery, which yet is inferior to what PF 
they feel. This it is, which our Lord expreſſes inn 


thoſe emphatical words, Where Cove worm diet 


_ and the opt 5 not Oe Foil ear 


5 1. Pen the time that ne was pro- 


nounced upon man, Du/t thou art and unto du: 
thou ſhalt return, it was the cuſtom of all nations, 
io far as we can learn, to commit duſt to duſt. | 


it ſeemed natural to reſtore. the bodies of the. 


26 to the general mother earth. ' But in 
T7 proceſs of time another method obtained, chiefly 
— the rich and great, of EY the 50 die £ 
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* 
of the relations, and frequently in a grand 


magnificent manner... For which purpoſe they 


erefted huge funeral piles, with immenſe labour 
and expence. By either of iheſe methods the 
body of man was ſoon reſtored to its parent duſt, 
Either the worm or the fire ſoon conſumed the 
well-wrought frame; after which the worm it- 


ſelf quickly died, and the fire was entirely quench- 


ed. But there is likewiſe a worm that belongs 
10 the future ſtate; and that is a worm that 
never dieth. And there is a fire, hotter than that 
of the funeral pile: and it is a > ice! that will never 
be quenched. Tg! 


2. The firſt thing leaded: . che worm 0 


5 never dieth, ſeems to be a guilty conſcience, 
including ſelf-condemnation, forrow, ſhame, re- 


morſe; and a ſenſe of the wrath. of God. May 


not we have ſome conception of this, by what is 
ſometimes felt even in the preſent world? It is not 

of this chiefly that. Solomon ſpeaks, when he ſays, 
The ſpirit of a man may bear his enfirmities, his in- 


firmities or griefs of any other kind: But a 
wounded Spirit who can bear? Who can bear 


the anguiſh of an awakened- conſcience, pene- 
trated with a ſenſe of guilt, and the arrows of the 


Almighty flicking in the ſoul and drinking up 
the ſpirit! How many of the ſtout-hearted have 


funk under it, and choſe ſtrangling rather than 
life?. And yet what are theſe wounds, What is 
all this anguiſh of a ſoul while in this preſent 


world, 


= 


world in | compariſon of thoſe they muſt: üer 
when their ſouls are wholly awakeried, to feel 
the wrath of an offended God! Add to theſe; 
all unholy paſſions,” fear, horror, rage; "evil 
deſires, deſires that can never be ſatisfied. And 
all unholy tempers, envy, jealouſy, malice and 
revenge: all of which will inceſſantly” graw the 
| ſoul, as the vulture was ſuppoſed to do tlie liver 
of Tityus. To theſe if we add hatred of God 
and all his creatures, all theſe united togettier may 
ſerve to give us ſome litle, e idea of the 


— 


worm that never dah. 7-5 7 
g. We may obſerve a remarkable difference 
in the manner wherein our Lord ſpeaks con- 
cerning the two paris of their future puniſhment. | 
He ſays, Where THEIR worm dieth not, k 
the one; where' THE fire is not quenched, 'of 
the other. This cannot be by chance. What 
then is the reaſon for Unis variation. of the 
rü T2 COT ED 
Does it ſeem to ha this?” Tie 75 ut be "ie 5 
ſame, eſſentially the fame, to all that are tor- 


\# ds. 54 


mented therein: only perhaps more intenſe to 
ſome than others, according to their degree” of 
guilt. But their worm will not, cannot be the 
fame. It will be infinitely varied, "accordin 3 tc 

their various kinds, as well as degrees of \ RET 
neſs. This variety will aiſe partly from t e 


"= Judgment | of God, rewarding every man 
A 6 : | according 


tw) 


this rule will take place, no leſs in hell than in 
6 heaven. As in heaven, every one ſhall receive 
las , own reward, incommunicably his, that is, 
the whole tenor of his tempers, thoughts, words 
and actions: : ſo undoubtedly every man in fact 


incommunicably Las own, even as his labour was. 


very nature of the ching. As they that bring 
moſt holineſs to heaven, will find moſt happineſs 


more miſery he will find there; but that this 


various kinds of his wickedneſs. It was there- 


fore Proper to ſay the Fre, in general; but. tlieir 
worm in particular. | 


any. material fire.” Nay, if there be any fire, it 

is unqueſtionably material. For what is imma- 
terial fire! ? The fame as immaterial water or 
earth! Both the one and the other is abſolute 
nonſenſe, a contradiction i in terms. Either there · 
fore we muſt affirm it to be material or we deny 


fre at all there, what would. Oy: gain thereby ? 


according. to his works. For we cannot doubt * 


will receive, his own bad reward, according, to 
his oyn bad labour. And this likewiſe will be 


Variety; of puniſhment will likewiſe ariſe from the 


there, ſo on the other band i it is not only true, that 
the more wickedneſs a man brings to; heii, the 


miſery. will be infinitely varied according to the 
4. But it has been queſtioned. 1 85 — 5 


6 Whether there he any fire in hell? That is, 


| its exiſtence. But if we granted them there i is no 


* ; 
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Seeing this is allowed on all PER that. it is 


either fire or ſomething worſe. And conſider. 


this: does not our Lord ſpeak as if it were 


real fire? No one can deny, or doubt of this, 


Is it poſſible then to ſuppoſe, that the God of 


truth would ſpeak i in this manner if it were not 


| ſo? Does he deſign to Iright his poor creatures? 


What, with ſcarecrows? With vain ſhadows of 


things that have no being? O let not any 
one chink ſo! Impute not ſuch folly to the Moſt 


High! | 
3. But others aver, " Iti 1s not noſſible that fire 


ſhould burn always. For by the immutable law 
o nature, it conſumes whatever is thrown into 


And by the ſame law, as ſoon as it has 


Ko is; its fewel, it is itſelf coplumey; , it gde : 
a „ be. 
It is moſt rue, . that in- the preſent conſtitution 
of things, during the preſent laws of nature, the 
element of fire does diſſolve and conſume. what- 
ever is thrown into it. But here is the miſtake: 
the preſent laws of nature are not immutable, 
When the heavens and the earth ſhall flee away, 
the preſent ſcene will be totally changed: and 


with the preſent conſtitution of things, the preſent 


laws of nature will ceaſe. After this great change, 
nothing will be diſſolved, nothing will be con- 
ſumed any more. Therefore if it were true, that 
fire conſumes all things now, it would not follow 


that 
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that it would do the ſame aſter the whole frams ; 
of nature has undergone that vaſt, univerſal 


change. 


6. I ſay, © Tf R were true, that fire conſumes 


all things now.” But 'indeed it is not true, 


Has it not pleaſed God, to give us already ſome 
proof of what will be hereafter? Is not the 


Linum Aſbeſtum, the incombuſtible flax, known in 


moſt parts of Europe? If you take a towel or 
handkerchief made of this (one of which may 
now be ſeen in the Britiſh Muſeum, ) you may 
throw it into the hotteſt fire, and when it is taken | 
out again it will be obſerved upon the niceſt 


experiment, not to have loſt one grain of its 


weight, Here therefore is a ſubſtance before 
our eyes, which even in the preſent conſtitution 
of things, (as if it were an emblem of things 
to come) may remain in fire without bong 
conſumed. 5 

7. Many writers have OT of other , 
bodily torments added to the being caſt into the 


lake of fire. One of theſe, even pious Kempis 


ſuppoſes that Miſers, for inſtance, have melted 
gold poured down their throats: and he ſuppoſes 
many other particular torments, to be ſuited to 
men's particular fins. Nay, our great Poet, 


himſelf ſuppoſes the inhabitants of hell to under- 


go variety of tortures: not to continue always in 
— lake of fire, but to be frequently, “ by harpy- 
TIE footed | 


of 


Pg — 


periſhed, and kicking him from it, he ſaved 
enormous wickedneſs, he was caſt into hell, that 


out olf the flames, yea and boch hands, how little 
would it avail? Nay, if all the body were taken 


7 ahiat candle ; "can you Year: it even for one 


cu) 


| | footed furies haled” into 58100 0 og ice; ** 


back again through extremes by change more 


fierce.“ But 1 find no word, no tittle of this, 


not the leaſt hint of it in all the Bible. And 


ſurely this is too awful a ſubject, to admit of ſuch 
play of imagination. Let us keep to the written 


word. It is torment enough, to Aa with ever- 
laſting burnings. | | 

8. This 1s ſtrongly iNoftrated hp a abe 5 
ſtory, taken from one of the Eaſtern Writers, 
concerning a Turkiſh King, who after he had 
been guilty of all manner of wickedneſs, once 
did a good thing: for ſeeing a poor man falling 
into a pit, wherein he muſt have... inevitably 


his life. The ſtory adds that when, for his 
foot wherewith he had ſaved. the man's life, was 
this to be a real caſe, what a poor comfort would 


it be? What if both feet were permitted to lie 


out, and placed were no fire touched it, and 
a; one hand or one foot kept in a burning 
fiery furnace; would the man meantime be much 
at eaſe? Nay, quite the contrary. Is it not 
common to ſay to a child, Put your finger into 


minute 7 


6.9 


minute? Hou then /will you bear bell fire! “? 
| Surely it would be torment enough to have the 
fleſh burnt off from only one finger. What then 
will it be, to have the whole body plunged into a 
Jake of fire FRE. with brimſtone! ; | 


- / 


worm and the unquenchable fire. 


e And firſt conſider the company 3 
every one is ſurrounded in that place of torment. 
It is not uncommon to hear even condemned 


criminals, in our public priſons ſay, O! I wiſh 
I was hanged out of the way, rather than to be 


plagued with theſe wretches that. are round 


about me.” But what are the moſt abandoned 
wre: tches upon earth, compared to the inhabitants 


ol hell? None of theſe are as yet perfectly wicked, 
_ emptied of every ſpark of good: certainly not 
till this life is at an end; probably not till the 
day of judgment. Nor,can any of theſe exert 

_ without control their whole wickedneſs on their 


fellow-creatures. Sometimes they are reſtrained 
by good men; ſometimes even by bad. So even 


mne tortures in the Romiſh Inquiſition, are re- 
flrained by thoſe that employ them, when they 
ſuppoſe the ſufferer cannot endure any more. 
They then order the executioners to forbear: 
becauſe i it is contrary to the rules of the houſe, 


_that 


III. It edhdatis' now only to PE AN two or 
three circumſtances aitending the wat ing. 


* 
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that a man ſhould die upon the rack. And very | 
; frequently, when there is no human help, they 


are reſtrained by God, who hath ſet them their 
bounds, which they cannot paſs, and faith 


| Hitherto ſhall ye come and no farther. Yea, fo 


mercifully hath God ordained, that the very 
extremity of pain cauſes a ſuſpenſion of it. 
The ſufferer faints away, and ſo (for a time at 


leaſt) ſinks into inſenſibility. But the inhabitants 
vf hell are perfectly wicked, having no ſpark of 
goodneſs remaining. And they are reſtrained by 
none from exerting to the uttermoſt their total 


wickedneſs. Not by men : none will be re- 
ſtrained from evil by his companions in dam- 
nation. And not by God; for he hath forgotten 


; them, hath delivered them over to the tormentors. | 
And the devils need not fear, like their inſtru- ? 
ments upon earth leſt they ſhould expire. under 


the torture. They can die no more: they are 
ſtrong to ſuſtain, whatever the united malice, ſkill 8 
and ftrength of angels can inflict upon them, And 
their angelic tormentors have time ſufficient to 
vary their torments a thouſand ways. How 
infinitely may they vary one ſingle torment. 
Horrible appearances? Whereby, there is no 
doubt, an evil ſpirit, if permitted, could ales 


the eue man upon earth to death. 


— 


boy” Canſider, 5 


„ „ ) 


2. Conſider, Secondly, that all theſe torments 
of body and foul, are without intermiſſion. 
They have no reſpite from pain: but the /moke 
of their torment aſcendeth up day and night. 
Day and night! That is ſpeaking according to 

the conſtitution of the preſent world; wherein 
| God has wiſely and graciouſly ordained, that 
day and night ſhould ſucceed each other: 
ſo that in every four and twenty hours there 


_ COMes 1 


1 Daily Sabbath made to reſt 
Toiling man and weary beaſt,” 


Hines we ſeldom undergo much labour, or ſuffer 
er on, before 


= « Tir'd Nature's kind retrer balmy lep 


Deals v upon us by inſenſible degrees, ind brings 
an interval of eaſe. But although the damned 
have uninterrupted night, it brings no interruption 
of their pain. No ſleep accompanies that dark- 
neſs : whatever antient or modern Poets, either 
Homer or Milton dream, there is no fleep, either 
in hell or heaven. And be their ſuffering ever ſo 
extreme, be their pain ever ſo intenſe, there is no 
. poſſibility of their fainting away: no not for a 

moment. | 5 
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Again. The inhabitants'of earth are. frequently 5 


diverted from attending to what is afflictive, by 


the cheerful light of the fun, the vicifſirudes of - 


the ſeaſons, ** The buſy hum of men,” and a 
thouſand objects that roll around them with 
endleſs variety. But the inhabitants of hell have 


nothing to divert them from their torments even 


for a 9 
„Total Eclipſe: no Sun, no Moon! ? 


no change of ſeaſons or of companions. There 


is no buſineſs, but one uninterrupted ſcene of 


horror, to which they. muſt be all attention. 


They have no interval of! inattention or ſtupidity: 
they are all eye, all ear, all ſenſe. Every inſtant 


of their duration, it may be ſaid of (heir whole 


| Frame, that they: are 
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1 Tremblingly alive all o'er, ; 5 
And ſmart — 1 1 05 at t every pore.” £ 


9. And of this Sorge here is id end! What 
a Weg is this? Nothing but eternity is the 


term of their torment! And who can count the 


drops of rain, or the ſands of the ſea, oi the days 


ol eternity? Every ſuffering is ſoftened, if there 
| i * hope, though diſtant, of deliverance from 


But here 
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Hope never comes, that comes to all'“ 


: the inhabitants of the upper world! What, ſuf- | 


ferings never to end! 


15 Never! Where ſinks the foul at that Rad 5 
ſound? 15 
Into a gulph how dark, and how profound! Pp 


Suppoſe millions of days, of years, of ages 
elapſed, ſtill we are only on the threſhold of 


eternity! Neither the pain of body or of ſoul 


is any nearer an end, than it was millions 


of ages ago. When they are caſt into vd ni, 2 
Agi (How emphatical ) The fire, the un- 
guenchable, all is concluded: Their worm dieth 


pot, and the fire is not Juenched / 


Such i the OE IO which the Judge of all 


gives of the puniſhment which he has ordained 


for impenitent finners. And what a counter- ! 
balance may the conſideration of this be, to the 
violence of any temptation? In particular to the 


fear of man, the very uſe to which it is applied 
by our Lord himſelf. Be not afraid of them 


that kill the body, and after that have no more that 
they can do: but fear him who after he hath. 
killed, hath poor to 1 into hell Luke xii. 
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What a guard may theſe conſiderations be, 
againſt any temptation from pleaſure? Will you 
| loſe, for any of theſe poor, earthly pleaſures, 
which periſh in the uſing, (to ſay nothing of the 
| preſent ſubſtantial pleaſures of religion,) the 
pleaſures of Paradiſe, ſuch as eye Rath not ſeen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into our 
hearts to conceive ? Yea, the pleaſures of heaven, 


the ſociety of angels, and of the ſpirits of juſt - 


men made perfect, the converſing face to face 


with God your Father, your Saviour, your 
Santtifier, and the drinking of thole rivers of 


pleaſure that are at God's rener for ever- 
more ? 


Are you einpted by pain either of wall or 
mind? O compare preſent things with future. 
What is the pain of body which you do or may 


endure, to that of lying in a lake of fire 
burning with brimſtone? What is any pain 
of mind, any fear, anguiſh, ſorrow, compared 


to the worm that never dieth? That never dieth? 


This is the ſting of all! As for our pains 


on earth, bleſſed be God, they are not eternal. 
There are ſome intervals to relieve, and there 
is ſome period. to finiſh them. When we aſk a 
friend that is fick, how he does, 1 am 
in pain now, lays he; but I hope to be eaſy 
ſoon.” This is a * maligation of the 
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preſent uneaſineſs. But bow dreadful would 


his caſe be if he would anſwer, 1 am all 


over pain, and 1 ſhall be never eaſed of it. I lie 


under exquiſite torment of body and horror 


of ſoul. And I ſhall feel it for ever.” Such is 


the caſe of the damned ſinners in hell. Suffer 
any pain then, rather than come into that place 


of torment. 

I conclude with one more reflection, taken 
from Dr. Watts, It demands our higheſt 
gratitude, that we who have long ago deſerved 


this miſery, are not plunged into it. While 


there are thouſands that have been adjudged 


to this place of puniſhment, before they had 


continued ſo long in fin as many of us have done, 
what an inſtance is it of divine goodneſs, 


that we are not under this fiery vengeance ? 
Have we not feen many ſinners, on our right 


and our left, cut off in their fins? And 


what but the tender mercy of God, hath ſpared 


us week after week, month after month, and 


given us ſpace for repentance? What ſhall we 
render unto the Lord, for all his patience and 
long ſuffering, even to this day? How often 
have we incurred the ſentence of condemnation, 


by our repeated rebellion againſt God? And 
yet we are ſtill alive in his preſence, and are 


hearing the words of hope and ſalvation. O let 
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us look back and ſhudder at the thoughts of that 
dreadful precipice, on the edge of which we 
have fo long wandered! Let us fly for refuge 
to the hope that is ſet before us, and give a thou- 
ſand thanks to the divine mercy, that we are not 


plunged into this perdition,” 
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